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Sergi, O., Oeming, M., and de Hulster, I.J. (Eds.). (2016). In search for Aram and 
Israel: Politics, culture, and identity. Orientalische Religionen in der Antike. Tubingen, 
Germany: Mohr Siebeck. 429 pp. $194.00. ISBN 9783161538032
On September 1-4, 2014, a colloquium on the subjects of the cultural interactions, 
the political borders, and the construction of identities for the nations of Aram and 
Israel during the Early Iron Age (12th-8th centuries BCE) was held in Heidelberg, 
Germany. The papers presented at this conference are compiled in this book, which 
is part of the Orientalische Religionen in der Antike series. Those who presented were 
epigraphers, archaeologists excavating throughout the Levant, and biblical scholars 
who were interested in the interaction of the Aramaeans and the Israelites. Most of 
what we have known about this subject has come from the Hebrew Bible, so the 
excavations being done by archaeologists, as well as scholarly research, have added to 
this. Their digs have been in the central and northern parts of the Jordan Valley and 
in the highlands of Gilead and Ammon, in Transjordan.
Divided into three parts, the book opens with new insights into archaeological and 
historical research into the political relations between Aram-Damascus and Israel. 
The second part deals with material culture, such as art and architecture, as well as 
how the alphabet and cursive writing came about. Language, religion, and social 
culture are featured in the third part. Interspersed among the seventeen papers are 
maps and photos illustrating the text, thus helping a layperson understand a difficult 
topic. 
While published by a German company, it is written in English, possibly because 
the editors and authors are from several different countries. It is also available in 
electronic format. Because it is so technically written, the book would be best in an 
academic library, particularly at a college or seminary that offered studies in biblical 
history and archaeology. 
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